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Summarize Freud’s theory of human personality, Piaget’s approach to human development, and Mead’s view of the development of the self. What do all the theories have in common? What are the main differences among them?
Personality Development Theories
	Personality refers to the dynamic organization of psychophysical systems found within a person which is essential in determining one's behavioral characteristics. It is crucial to understand that there are different external factors that have the potential to influence people's personality. Some characteristics of personality include it is easily determined and changed by the environment, influences peoples’ behaviors and their social interactions (Ryan & Deci, 2017). There are different theories which describe the stages involved in personality development. These include Freud’s theory of human personality, Mead’s social self-theory and Piaget’s theory of human development. However, these three theories are similar and disparate in different ways. In order to have a clear understanding of the same, literature will summarize Freud, Piaget and Mead’s theories of human personality, what they have in common and main differences.
According to Shibutani (2017), Freud’s psychoanalytic theory also known as Freud’s theory of personality maintains that human behavior results from interaction and association of three main entities which are id, ego and superego. These components are regarded as most fundamental elements of human personality. Additionally, this theory puts more focus on the role carried out by unconscious psychological conflicts when forming one’s personality and 
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behavior. Most importantly, the dynamic interactions of these three components of the mind continue throughout the five stages.
The first stage is oral stage. This occurs from birth to 18 months and the infant mainly gets pleasure from the mouth particularly during breastfeeding. Secondly, anal stage comes in which takes place between 18 months to 3.5 years where the child experiences pleasure around anal regions through the process of eliminating faeces and may react to any attempts made to control this activity. Third is the phallic stage and occurs when the child is between 3.5 to 6 years. At this stage, the child endures erotic satisfaction through the penis or vagina and may also develop an attraction to people of the opposite sex (Armstrong, 2012). Fourthly, latency stage takes place between 6 years to puberty, the sexual desires are restrained and children play with peers of the same sex. Finally, genital stage is the last and fifth which comes in from puberty to adulthood and it is during this time that psychosexual instincts associated with the first three stages begin awakening. 
On the other hand, Piaget’s theory of human development maintains that children continue to develop knowledge as they interact and delve into the world around them. As a child grows and his or her brains develop, he or she moves through different stages which build on the knowledge acquired in the preceding stages. Piaget’s four stages of development include sensorimotor stage, preoperational stage, concrete operational and formal operational stage. First, sensorimotor stage occurs between birth and 2 years and the child learns about the world through activities such as sucking and looking. Secondly, McLeod (2018) posits that preoperational stage takes place when the child is between 2 to 7 years. Children in this stage think symbolically and start using words and they also see things in other people’s perspectives. Thirdly, concrete 
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operational occur between 7 to 11 years, children in this stage think logically and they also become organized. Fourth, the formal operational stage takes place when a child is 12 years and above developing abstract thoughts, thinks about philosophical, social and other issues and is able to use deductive reasoning.
Thirdly, George Herbert Mead’s social self-theory maintains that self is derived from social interactions which include observing or interacting with other people. This theory visualizes the mind as importation of social processes surrounding an individual. According to Mead, stages that facilitate development of self are preparatory stage, play stage and games stage. Preparatory stage takes place from birth to 2 years and one learns by copying the behaviors of those around them (Shibutani, 2017). On the other hand, play stage occurs between 2 to 6 years when children start to pursue different roles and also express other peoples' expectations. Finally, games stage occur when one is 7 years and above and the rules of the games which children participate in helping them comprehend rules governing actions and behave. 
Ryan & Deci (2017) argue that it is necessary to note that above three theories are similar as they maintain child develops personality by interaction with society. In Freud’s theory, both biological instincts and societal elements play a major role in shaping personalities. Also, according to Piaget's theory, a child learns by experimenting and observing the society around him or her. With Mead’s theory, individuals develop self-image by interacting and associating themselves with other people in society. However, these theories are different since Freud’s and Piaget’s theories have distinct developmental stages which vary in terms of the time which they occur and what an individual is expected to learn in every stage of development. Additionally, 
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Freud’s theory and Piaget’s approach employ social-biological models while Mead’s theory is mainly socially driven.
In summation, having summarized Freud, Piaget and Mead’s theories of human personality, what they have in common and main differences, it is evident that they are critical in understating personality development. These theories have their distinct development stages, wherein every stage an individual learns or acquires specific qualities or behaviors. Also, it is keynoting that these theories are similar as they emphasize the role played by interacting with society in personality development. Differences between theories may be observed in what is learned in every stage where Freud’s and Piaget’s theories use social-biological models while Mead’s theory is mainly socially motivated.
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